Armuchee
Elementary School
2020-21
"Shaping Lives to Shape the Future"

Welcome Back AES Families! We Can't Wait
to See You as We Get This Tribe Back on the
Move!!!
We have missed our families over this extended summer and
look forward to having you back to school! There are still
questions and concerns we all have, but I am con dent we can
get through this together. You are all an important part of this
team and I am going to commit to three things for you for the
2020-21 School Year:
1) We are going to love your child,
2) We are going to place their safety as a top priority, and...
3) We are going to provide your child with an excellent education!
We know there are challenges in di cult times, but we are determined to turn these into
opportunities to grow and become better as educators and more caring people who want to
make a difference! More than ever, we need your help and support, as we work together to
shape the lives of these beautiful children. The staff at AES is one of the best I have ever been
associated with in my career, not just because of their knowledge and ability, but because they
genuinely care for each other and their students. The Governor's O ce of Student
Achievement has recognized their work for four consecutive years as a "Beat the Odds
School" which means they have scored higher than the expectation set for schools with
similar demographics. The College and Career Performance Index has rated AES as a "B" rated
school for the past few years and this staff is chasing that "A" because it is the rst letter of
our school name and we are committed to excellence! We are a Tribe on the Move!
Our Superintendent, School Board, and District workers have worked tireless on a plan to
provide the safest environment possible for your child's return to school. The current plan is
to start school in Floyd County on August 13, 2020 with two options. One option is to return to
school in a traditional setting and the other option would be to enroll in the Virtual Academy.

The Virtual Academy is offered for those who are not comfortable returning to school in
person at this time. More information for online learning can be found on the Floyd County
Schools website. Virtual learning will be available for all grades; however, you must apply for
your child to participate. Keep in mind, a requirement to participate in virtual learning is having
the proper equipment (i.e. high-speed internet and an internet-ready device). Virtual learning is

not recommended for students who lack good study habits and are not self motivated.
Attendance and participation is mandatory and assignments will be graded for accuracy and
completion. The deadline to enroll in virtual learning is Wednesday, August 5, 2020. Please
remember, that once you opt for virtual learning, this method must be continued for the entire
nine weeks. (There is a window the rst 10 days of school to opt out of Virtual Academy
learning and return to the traditional setting.)
This pandemic has brought some changes to how we will operate this school year. We are
hoping things will return to normal sooner than later, but until then, stricter safety procedures
will be in place to protect everyone. We appreciate your patience and understanding!
Masks will be strongly encouraged for all students and staff, but at this time are not
mandatory. In addition, we have ordered clear face shields for our teachers and staff so the
students can better see their expressions and make it easier to understand them. Until further
notice, Floyd County Schools will not allow visitors in our school buildings, except district
personnel and essential business-related visitors (all of which are subject to health screening
questions). We will have no eld trips in the fall until further notice. Traditional water fountains
will not be available; however, students may bring their own water bottles and can re ll them
throughout the day. In addition, we will have water coolers throughout the building with paper
cups available as well. We will strongly encourage students and staff to wash hands often,
with soap and water, for at least 20 seconds as recommended by the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention. Hand sanitizers will be available in every classroom and throughout
the building. Students are encouraged to bring personal hand sanitizer from home. Common
areas and frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned often. In addition, enhanced cleaning to
combat the COVID-19 virus will take place in our building including a fogging that kills bacteria
and virus for a number of days at a time.
Parents and guardians, please do not send your child(ren) to school sick or with fevers.
Students will have temperatures checked each day and and at other times if students present
symptoms. If the temperature is 100.4 degrees or above, the student will be provided a mask,
be isolated with proper supervision, and parents will be asked to pick the student up from
school. We ask that all parents and guardians who are noti ed of a sick child promptly make
arrangements to pick their child up in order to protect the safety of all students and staff.
We encourage our families to frequently visit the district web page at www. oydboe.net, our
school web page, follow our school Facebook page (@Armuchee.Elem), and check your
email/text for Blackboard updates. Thank you for your continued support, understanding, and
patience as we navigate through these unprecedented times together.
Sincerely,
Rodney J. Stewart, Principal
707-802-6758

rstewart@ oydboe.net
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ARMUCHEE ELEMENTARY 2020 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH
GUIDANCE FROM FLOYD COUNTY SCHOOLS
Safety is a Top Priority!
The safety and well being of our students and staff continues to be a top priority for the Floyd
County School System and Armuchee Elementary. In preparing for the beginning of a new
school year, our staff has been working hard planning procedures and guidelines to maximize
safety and help keep everyone healthy. School reopening guidelines have been developed with
the guidance of the Georgia Department of Education, the Center for Disease Control, the
Georgia Department of Public Health, and the Floyd County Emergency Management Agency.

Just as the FCS Guidelines for Opening Schools in August 2020 may continue to change and
grow, our school protocols shall likely do so as well in response to changing circumstances
and conditions. We encourage you to refer back to this document and to our district website
at oydboe.net often for updates.

Students or Staff who have a fever or who are sick need to stay
at home.
For the safety of all we ask that parents keep children home who have a fever or are sick and
our staff is given the same guidelines. Anyone at school with a temperature of 100.4 degrees
will be sent home. If a staff member or student are showing symptoms in the morning before
school begins they should remain at home.

What will arrival to school look like at AES?
Bus riders will continue to arrive in the bus loading zone in front of the school cafeteria as in
the past each morning. Upon arrival, students will be given the option to take a grab-and-go
free breakfast and then will take it to their homeroom to eat where a teacher will be waiting.
Students who choose not to eat will go directly to their homeroom.
Car riders will be dropped off no earlier than 7:15 in front of the school entrance. Parents or
guardian should remain in their vehicle. Parents and guardians will not be allowed to enter the
building, even on the rst day, as directed by Floyd County Schools in consideration of keeping
our school environment safe during this time. We love having parents in our building at AES
but this practice will continue until we are directed otherwise. Once again thanks for your
patience and understanding. Students should arrive in their homeroom no later than 8:00 a.m.
to prevent being tardy. It really helps our tra c ow if we can have more people arrive before
the 7:50-8:00 window of time. This 10 minute period of time is our highest tra c volume time
in the mornings at AES. It is important to drive your car as far forward as possible before your

child exits, as long as there is sidewalk to the right of your car. When cars stop in front of the
o ce instead of pulling all the way down it causes tra c to ow back into the highway and
creates a safety issue. If you arrive after 8:00 a.m. or later then the parent may walk the child
to the door and ring the doorbell and wait for someone to open the door for the student to
come in the building. Only students and staff may come in the building past the front o ce
holding area until further notice. Thanks so much for you help and understanding in this area!
Breakfast procedures are the same for car riders as bus riders listed above.

What will dismissal look like?
Bus riders will be dismissed one bus at a time from their homeroom to minimize tra c in the
hallways. There will not be a holding station in the gym or lunchroom as in the past years for
social distancing purposes.
Car riders in all Floyd County Elementary Schools will be implementing a program called Silent
Dismissal to allow students to remain in their homerooms until their number is called. This
will prevent a large groups from congregating in the front lobby as in the past. Outside
supervisors will put your child's number into a devise that will show on the SmartBoard in your
child's room when you have arrived. Parents will be given cards for the purpose of picking up
their child in the afternoon. Parents must remain in their car during dismissal and are not
allowed to enter the building during this time. If a parent needs to pick up a child early from
school (more than 30 minutes prior to dismissal), they should come to the door and tell who
they need to pick up. A staff member will come to check your ID if they do not recognize you
for safety purposes.

Dismissal time at AES is 3:00 daily. If the "new" Silent Dismissal technology has not been
installed students will still be called from their homeroom for safety social distancing
purposes.

Am I allowed to visit my child during the school day or have
lunch with them at school?
AES has always had an open door policy and a large number of parents or grandparents visit
to eat lunch with their child and we love having you in our building. However, we will not be
allowed to have parents, guardians, volunteers, or mentors inside the school until this
directive for all schools is lifted by the Floyd County Schools to maximize safety and social
distancing. The only people allowed in the building will be school system employees and
essential business-related workers who will be asked questions about Covid-19 and given a
temperature check. We greatly value our volunteers, mentors, parents, and other special
guests and appreciate the important role you play in our school. However, at this time, the
health and safety of all students and staff must remain a top priority. We will not be able to
bring food in from outside the school for birthday parties, etc. until this pandemic passes.
Parents may still send lunches with their child from home or participate in the school lunch
program.
Parent conferences and meetings will be held via phone, email, or through virtual meetings.

Will the school employ measures for social distancing?
Floyd County School System employees, students, parents, and any essential visitors will be
encouraged to stay approximately 6 feet away from others, if possible, and avoid contact with
others. AES will implement several practices where feasible to follow best hygiene practices
and assist in social distancing, including encouraging hand-washing and face
coverings/masks. Students will not share personal items, electronics, and other games or
learning aids.
We are working to minimize student tra c ow and developing tra c ow patterns to
maximize social distancing, increasing desk spacing, where possible, turning desks so
students do not face each other, minimizing group settings and limiting mixing between
groups. We realize due to space constraints and the nature of teaching and learning, we
cannot always ensure students will be 6 feet apart at all times. Parents of students with
increased risk of severe illness should contact the school to see what options are available to
maintain safety.

Will my child/staff have to wear a face mask?
Mask/face coverings are highly recommended for staff/students while in classrooms and all
indoor facilities, but they are not mandated or required at this time. Students/staff not wearing
mask will be expected to practice social distancing as much as possible for the safety of all.
Gaitor's (pull up scarf) have been provided for all students to use at no charge or they can
wear their own mask from home. Clear shields have been ordered for all staff to use so
students can see their facial expressions and help them better understand instruction. As
always, where mask are not utilized social distancing best practices is the expectation for all.

Armuchee Elementary Virtual Tour Monday, August 10th
You will receive a tour of AES on Monday August 10th where our school counselor will give
you a virtual tour of your child's school. This is a must for Parents and Children to watch
together and discuss as they prepare for the new year. There will also be a link along with this
tour so you can hear from your child's teachers.

Don't Miss the "Meet Your Teacher" Drive-by August 11th &
Supply Drop Off from 4:00- 6:00
There will be a Meet Your Teacher Drive-by on August 11th from 4:00-6:00 pm. We are also
asking you to bring your child's school supplies on this day so they can enter school on the
rst day without a heavy load. Please put your child's school supplies in a labeled garbage bag
with their name on it and their teacher will have it organized waiting on them when they arrive
to class on the rst day of school. Grade Level Teams will be located in the following
locations on our school campus anxiously ready to meet your child with a smile during this
fun drive thru:

5th Grade - Drive-by will be in the Bus lane in front of the cafeteria- Turn in at the tra c light
on Scenic Road and turn into the school staff area and exit back onto Scenic Road.
Self-Contained classes will be in the teacher parking area and will come in the same way.
4th Grade - Drive-by will be located in the lower parking area in the car line front entrance.
Please exit in the left lane to help the ow of tra c.
3rd Grade - Drive-by will be located in the upper area of the front entrance and the 3rd grade
teachers will be located in front of the third grade wing and you will be asked to please exit
from the right lane to help tra c ow.
This is going to be a fun evening, just as the Teacher Parade was a blast, and we can not wait
to see all of you again!

How will you ensure that my child get to his/her classroom safely
in the mornings and gets picked up safely in the afternoons?
Prior to school beginning face-to-face instruction on August 13th we will have a Meet Your
Teacher Drive-by on August 11th from 4:00-6:00. The teacher will give you an information slip
for your child to bring in to school with them on the rst day. It will have a space for your
child's name, your phone number, and how they are to arrive to school and leave in the
afternoon. You will circle car or bus rider and provide the bus #. It will also have a place for
their homeroom teachers name. If you do not know your bus number or homeroom teacher
simply call the school o ce or email Nancy Bolt at nancybolt@ oydboe.net and we will help
you. Please be assured that we will have multiple staff members in and outside of the building
on duty to ensure that all students make it to the correct classrooms in the morning.
Homeroom teachers will double check your child's way home before noon and you will receive
a call should they have questions.

What will my child's classroom look like?
Teachers are setting up their classrooms to maximize social distancing for students as much
as possible. Students will keep their items with them during the day and will not share
supplies such as pencils, markers, etc. In grade levels that departmentalize, tra c patterns
have been adjusted to allow as much distancing as possible during transitions. Classes will
not gather as large groups in small spaces, such as a whole class gathering on the carpet for
read aloud. Instead, limited numbers of students can group on such areas, observing safe
distances while others remain at their seat. Each student shall have his or her own pencil
box/pouch/bag with daily supplies (pencils, markers, scissors, glue stick). If a family is unable
to provide one with the needed supplies, call the school o ce at 706-802-6758.
Students will still have the opportunity for daily activity classes as normally scheduled (Art,
Music, PE, Media Center). Students will use their own pencil box/bag in art classes to prevent
use of commonly shared materials. The school custodial team will follow guidelines for daily
disinfecting of all classrooms and other areas with approved cleaning supplies. Classroom

teachers may supplement with their own cleaning routines throughout the day as well, but
custodial staff are responsible for daily disinfecting of all areas.

What will hallways and transitions look like this year
Hallway and other tra c patterns have been planned with social distancing in mind. At AES,
students already observe tra c patterns when moving about the building and these
procedures will continue. However, at this time, when lining up for movement from one
location to another, classmates will stand approximately 6 feet behind the person in front of
them rather than standing directly behind one another. Grade levels will coordinate their hall
travel times in a manner to have minimal students on the hallway at the same time.

Parent Portal Information
If you have an access code to Parent Portal you can currently see your child's schedule at this
time. If you do not have an access code or forgotten it you can email our Registrar, Penny
Smith at psmith@ oydboe.net and she will be glad to help you.

Out-of-District Students
If you registering for your child to attend Armuchee Elementary and you do not live in the
Armuchee School District you will need to complete an out-of-district form and attach the
following:

1) The students most recent report card
2) Their most recent standardized test
3) Attendance Record

(These forms can be picked up at Armuchee Elementary or on the Floyd County website)
When the school principal has received your out-of-district form and the 3 items above, he will
then review and approve or disapprove your child. If the principal approves, he then must send
the out-of district form to the Central O ce for approval. This process takes 48 hours to a
week to complete, so it is important to get this information to the school as soon as
possible. Out-of-District students cannot begin school at Armuchee Elementary School until
this process is complete.

Where will students eat lunch?
At this time students will eat lunch and breakfast in their classrooms until further notice.
Unfortunately, we will not be allowed to have visitors for lunch until further notice. No outside
food or packages will be received at school. This includes deliveries of lunch. Students will be
allowed to bring their lunch from home as usual.

How will students receive special services such as special
education, 504, or gifted if they enroll for the Virtual Academy?
If you have signed your child up for Virtual Academy and they are in special education, have a
504 plan, or are gifted they will be contacted by a school teacher or o cial. If you have not
heard from the school or teacher by August 10th please feel free to contact and alert the
school in case we do not have you updated contact information.

What about student organizations, PTO, LSGT, and Parent
Meetings?
All such meetings will occur through virtual meetings when possible until further notice. It is
critical for parents to stay connected to the school through Blackboard Connect, social media
(Facebook at Armuchee Elementary School) or the school and/or system website.

Field Trips
At this time all eld trips are temporarily suspended through the fall. We will continue to
revisit this and notify you should this change.

What if I need to pick up my child early?

In the event a child needs to be picked up early (more than 30 minutes prior to dismissal), the
parent or guardian will park, then come to the front door to ring the buzzer. An o ce team
member will verify ID if they do not recognize you, then call for the student to report to the
o ce to be dismissed. This process will likely take a bit longer than a traditional early
dismissal but we appreciate your support of this safety measure.

What protective measures will be taken on the bus?
Bus drivers will clean bus seats, handles, and railings before each route and students will be
separated on the bus to the best extent possible. Students arriving to school by bus will report
to classrooms to avoid congregating in large areas. Students will be dismissed to buses in
the afternoon with staggered times to allow social distancing. Bus drivers remain committed
to the overall safety of all student passengers each morning and each afternoon, including
their role in helping to stop the spread of COVID-19.

What if a student or staff member present symptoms of Covid-19
at school?
If a student displays COVID-19 symptoms or has a temperature above 100.4 degrees and/or
displays other symptoms, the child's parents or guardians will be contacted to pick up the
student. The student will be moved into an isolation room that is fully monitored until picked
up by a parent or guardian. Parents or guardians will be given a reasonable time to pick up
their child. FCS will follow guidelines published by GADPH. Parents should contact the school
if there is an additional diagnosis of a child sent home from school, or who otherwise has
exhibited symptoms of COVID-19 or other illnesses. Similarly, parents should notify the school
if anyone in the household has tested positive for COVID-19. If a case of COVID-19 is
diagnosed, local health and school system o cials will be noti ed. Department of Public
Health guidance will be followed, and local health and school o cials will determine the next
steps the school will follow. The privacy of student, family and employee health matters will
be maintained.

Will my child still have recess?
Yes. All students will still have the opportunity for recess each day. Grade level classes will
either have staggered times or play in different outdoor areas to limit contact with other
students. Students will be encouraged to socially distance themselves while playing. We will
have limited use of our playgrounds with proper cleaning and sanitation.

Can I bring my child birthday treats to school during the school
day?

Due to safety concerns, outside food to share with the class such as birthday treats will not
be allowed at this time. Students will be allowed to bring their own lunch and snack from
home for themselves as usual.

What will remote learning look like should FCS close schools?
In an immediate school closure scenario, our school will be completely closed to students
and all work will be done in a remote location (home). We will continue working through the
details of offering remote learning at any time the threat of Covid-19 is substantial; however,
the following are highlights of what we will do to ensure that your child is provided a great
learning experience:
Attendance will be taken through Google Classroom/email.
There will be at least one weekly instructional video and/or Google meet with your
teacher. These will be arranged and announced through Google Classroom.
There will be at least two graded assignments per week.
Each teacher will have at least two virtual o ce hours each day to help your child.
Elementary Students will be allowed to take Chromebooks home this year during both
traditional and remote learning.
Covid-19 updates will be given weekly every Thursday from the County O ce.

How will I be able to contact my child's teachers if we are in
remote learning (when school is closed)?
All staff will provide their email when school starts and email can be used as your primary
contact. Every teacher will have 2 virtual o ce hours each day should you or your child need
additional help. Teachers will notify you of their o ce times should we go remote.

Will After-Care be provided?
Floyd County Schools will offer After School Care unless we go to remote learning or until
further noti ed.

Will the district be using substitute teacher if the regular
teacher of record is absent
Yes. FCS utilizes ESS to provide all substitutes.

